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ERFGOED & 
CULTUUR
(Em)powered by AI
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Joeri Dehouwer

Thomas More Onderzoek 
Duurzaam Ondernemen en Digitale Innovatie

Onderzoeker Digital Media Experiences met een passie voor 

generatieve ai, game design, co-creatie en trendwatching. 



Logaritmische verandering
van organisaties

Exponentiele groei
van AI
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Brinker, S. (2016). Martec’s Law: the greatest management challenge of the 

21st century

Krenn, M., Buffoni, L., Coutinho, B. et al. (2023) Forecasting the future of artificial 
intelligence with machine learning-based link prediction in an exponentially growing 
knowledge network.
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The future does not fit in 
the containers of the past

- Rishad Tobaccowala, Publicis
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Verandering van taken

Inspired by the SAMR model by Ruben R. Puentedura
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Makers Publiek Autonoom
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Democratisering van creativiteit

BESTEMMINGEN BEZOEKERS AI AGENTS
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Good artists copy, 
great artists steal.

- Pablo Picasso
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Good artists copy, 
great artists steal,

exceptional artists adapt

- ChatGPT
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(EM)POWERING

DESTINATIONS
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REIMAGINING SINGAPORE

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SINGAPORE 
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RADIO FRANCE

NOT SO CLASSIC DATES
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…use gen AI to reimagine 
cultural heritage into 

inviting content?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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Microsoft x Rijksmuseum

ACCES TO ART
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Visit Portugal x Dentsu

EASYREADING



19



20

…use gen AI to give 
access to inaccessible 
cultural experiences? 

HOW MIGHT WE…
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AB INBEV x GUT

THE ARTOIS PROBABILITY
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University of Pisa

ARCHAIDE
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…use gen AI to uncover 
untapped sources of 

cultural heritage?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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Airtel

175 RE-Played



The lost Velázquez.
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Diego Velázquez’s Expulsion of the 
Moriscos (1627) was destroyed when 
a catastrophic fire broke out in 
Madrid’s royal palace in 1734.

Fernando Sánchez Castillo has 
digitally re-imagined the work using 
AI descriptions of the painting, made 
by painter and writer Antonio Palomino 
a few years before the fire, and a 
preliminary study portrait of Philip III .

Fernando Sánchez Castillo, Expulsion of the Moriscos (2024).



Unesco x Interpol: Museum of Stolen 
Artefacts
Behind every stolen work or fragment 
lies a piece of history, identity, and
humanity that has been wrenched
from its custodians, rendered
inaccessible to research, and now
risks falling into oblivion.’

- Audrey Azoulay, the Director-General of 
UNESCO 

By collaborating with Interpol, the
virtual museum will utilize their
extensive database of over 52,000 
stolen artifacts, transforming these 
items into 3D representations. 
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…use gen AI to 
restore or reimagine

lost sources of culture?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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(EM)POWERING

VISITORS
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EXPEDIA
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GOOGLE

GENERATIVE SEARCH
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Renault x Publicis

UNHASHTAGGED PLACES 
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…use gen AI to 
remove friction points 

in searching and planning?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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OpenAI

BE MY EYES
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Snapchat

DRAMA IN A SNAP
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…use gen AI to 
create serendipity and 

spontaneous discovery?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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Unesco x Poly.cam

BACKUP UKRAINE
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Dali Museum

DREAM TAPESTRY
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…use gen AI to give visitors 
an active role to engage 
with cultural experiences?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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M Leuven x IO

BOUTSIFY
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Bjoern Karmann

PARAGRAPHICA

Context-to-image camera
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…use gen AI to turn 
cultural moments into 

cultural memories?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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(EM)POWERING

AI AGENTS
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WWF

CLIMATE REALISM
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Orange x Marcel

LES BLEUES



The Unfinished Painting (1989) by Keith Haring The ‘completed’ version by @DonnelVillager
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…use gen AI to reframe 
existing cultural artefacts 
into modern discourse?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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UFCSPA

BAIGRAPHER



64

HINZ&KUNZT / HAMBURGER KUNSTHALLE 

THE HOMELESS GALLERY
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…use gen AI to 
represent and open culture 

for all layers of society?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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Nike

NEVER DONE EVOLVING
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Sandvik

THE IMPOSSIBLE STATUE
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…use gen AI as 
a superpower to make 

impossible combinations?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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The Dalí Museum

ASK Dali
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…use AI as 
free agents that interact

 with audiences?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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Brainstorm
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4 tot 7 personen

Verloop:

1. Introductie:
(15 minuten)

2. Ideation: 
5 min. per trigger 
(60 minuten)

3. Presenteren: 
5 min. per persoon 
(35 minuten)

4. Stemmen:
(15 minuten)

7 x 3 = 21 ideeën.



Triggers: How might we …
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…use gen AI to reimagine 

cultural heritage into

 inviting content?

…use gen AI to uncover 

untapped sources 

of cultural heritage?

…use gen AI to 

restore or reimagine

lost sources of culture?

…use gen AI to give 

access to inaccessible 

cultural experiences? 

…use gen AI to 

remove friction points 

in searching and planning?

…use gen AI to give visitors an 

active role to engage with 

cultural experiences?

…use gen AI to 

create serendipity and 

spontaneous discovery? 

…use gen AI to turn 

cultural moments into 

cultural memories?

…use gen AI to reframe 

existing cultural artefacts 

into modern discourse?

use gen AI as 

a superpower to make 

impossible combinations?

use AI as 

free agents that interact with 

audiences?

…use gen AI to 

represent and open culture

 for all layers of society?
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…collaborate with 
Thomas More to continue 

innovating in cultural heritage?

HOW MIGHT WE…
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Thank you!
Kaat De Ridder

kaat.deridder@thomasmore.be

Joeri Dehouwer

joeri.dehouwer@thomasmore.be
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